
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LTG’S COLUMN: JANUARY 2018 

By Martin Valk 
 
As I type this column, it is January 15th – Martin Luther King Day (and my 
birthday). NBC News reported that “dozens of nonprofit organizations will 
commemorate the civil rights leader through service opportunities …” The story 
proceeded to recommend volunteering at museums or volunteering with children at 
youth-assisting organizations. Kiwanians don’t need a national holiday to help 
others, especially children. Kiwanians help every day, and we don’t stop with one 
day of service. We serve 365 days a year.  
 

 
LtG Martin Valk 

 
Four Kiwanis events of the recent past deserve special mention. Throughout most of 
December, Merrick operated its annual gift wrapping project at Roosevelt Field. The 
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club even coaxed me into wrapping a few boxes. Franklin Square and Garden City 
hosted a holiday party, which Tara and I enjoyed immensely. Thank you for inviting 
us. 
 
On Christmas Day, I was amazed at what the East Meadow Club accomplished. 
They hosted a holiday lunch for those who could not afford to do so themselves. 
Borelli’s was filled with attendees. If East Meadow had only served the meal, that 
would have been enough. Yet, East Meadow also provided Santa Claus and gifts for 
everyone. Thank you, East Meadow, for another demonstration of your holiday 
spirit! Finally, immediately after our January 4 blizzard, the Wantagh Key Club 
sprang into action to assist Wantagh residents in clearing their driveways and 
sidewalks. Thank you, Wantagh Key Club, for braving the elements to help those 
who could not shovel. 
 
I remind you that the mid-Winter conference is scheduled for February 16-18 at the 
Desmond Hotel in Albany. Come meet your fellow New York District Kiwanians in 
both formal and informal settings as we continue to help the children of the world. 
Registration information is available at the New York District Kiwanis website, 
Kiwanis-ny.org. It’s also not too late to purchase tickets for the 50th anniversary 
gala of Kamp Kiwanis, to be held on March 4th at the Crest Hollow Country Club, 
starting at 1 pm. Tickets are $75 per person. The District Foundation is also soliciting 
ads for a souvenir journal. For more information on this event, please visit 
kampkiwanis.org. I look forward to seeing you at these and other events. 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUTH PROTECTION AND THE KIWANIS 
CHILDREN’S FUND 
By SDPLG James Mancuso 

 
As you may have read, once again a terrible child abuse story was in the news this week.  Olympians, 
known as the “Fierce 5” on the 2012 and 2016 teams, among them names you may recall, Aly Raisman, 
Jordyn Wieber, McKayla Douglas and Gabby Douglas, came out in court, written statements and in public, 
to testify how they were abused by their team doctor, Larry Nassar.  It is a classic child abuse story; children 
left in isolated circumstances (120 children over 20 years) those around the children believing the 
perpetrator was beyond reproach (including Michigan State University and their parents) and others, USA 
Gymnastics itself, turning a blind eye.  And, of course all of the damage it causes. Those then children, now 
adults, despite all of their athletic accomplishments, are forever haunted by what happened to them.  And, 
even worse, what those they trusted allowed to happen.   
 
I do not want to see Kiwanis ever fall into the latter category.  We as Kiwanians must remain vigilent. I 
implore you to type in the words “youth protection” into the Kiwanis.org website search box.  When you 
do so, revisit and read the Kiwanis Youth Protection Guidelines and follow them.  By doing so, you will be 
doing a great service to the children under our care and supervision, trying to ensure their safety.  Also, if 
you would like me to deliver a youth program to your club, just ask. 
 



 

 

On a separate topic, I ask you to take the time to learn about all of the good things done for children by the 
Kiwanis Children’s Fund.  As I described at our most recent divisional, the KCF is a wonderful entity, 
doing so much good for all the children of the world.  I recommend not only should your club support it 
but take advantage of its Club Grant program, as many clubs do.  Again, I recommend you go visit the 
kiwanis.org website, and take a look at the KCF Club Grant guide to see how your club can obtain funds in 
support of some of the worthy causes you sponsor.   
 
I am here to help in anyway I can, so please do not hesitate to reach out on either or both topics.  

 
HEMPSTEAD HOLDS HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 

 
The Kiwanis Club of Hempstead held a Food Drive on Sunday Nov 19th at Stop and 
Shop in Hempstead.  This was the first time that the club had attempted this project.  
The Good news was that it proved to be very successful.  This despite extremely 
strong winds and chilly weather. 
 

 
Hempstead Food Collection 

 



 

 

Items of food were donated to families in need and local food pantries.  We are 
grateful to Pam and the entire Stop and Shop team in Hempstead. 
 
The club also held a toy collection at CSEA Local 880’s Annual Holiday Party.  
Thanks to the generosity of Union members, the club was able to collect many toys.  
Some of the toys were distributed to local families, others went to George Silkes for 
the Games for the Physically Challenged, and still more were distributed to local 
churches. 
 
The weather outside may have been frightful, but at the club’s Holiday Party, 
members brought in clothes, hats, and gloves that will be distributed to those in need 
in the community. 
 
Hempstead is looking forward to their first Give Back Night at Chili’s on February 
28th.  “We look forward to both a great meal and fellowship.  So, please come out 
and join us.”  Said Hempstead President Mary Ellen Cronin 
 

FRANKLIN SQUARE HAS BOUNDLESS ENTHUSIASM FOR SERVICE 
By Charlie Lobascio 

 
The Kiwanis Club of Franklin Square is one of the most vibrant and enthusiastic 
Clubs in the Long Island South Central Division. From its reincarnation in 2000 it 
has been a great asset to the local community and beyond to help serve the children 
of the world. 
 
We have had many fundraisers over the last year to raise money for charitable 
organizations and to serve the community.  Our main two fundraisers are our street 
fairs. From beginning to end every member in our club is an asset.  There are many 
vendors that sell goods such as clothing and jewelry. There are activities for children 
including bounce houses, a blow up slide, and rides.  The money we raise here goes 
to various local charities and helps children in the community. 
 
Another fundraiser we have done was a fundraiser to raise money to purchase toys 
for the special prizes at the Victory Challenge. We had the fundraiser at Lucky Bar 
13.  With help from our club members we organized a great fundraiser with food 
donated by members, raffles donated by local businesses, and a singer with a live  
guitarist. It was a great success for us to be able to provide toys for a great cause. 
 
A Service Project for the community that we have been putting on for the past five 
years is our Holiday Tree lighting. Every year this event grows bigger and better we 



 

 

had over two hundred and fifty children attend this year.  With the support of 
members and local businesses we provide and hand out santa hats and glasses for 
the children to wear to see christmas designs in the tree lights.  Then after the tree is 
lit each child gets a printed picture with santa and face painting.  This event is a great 
way to show our support for the community and fun for the children. 
 
The Kiwanis Club of Franklin Square has many dedicated members that are always 
helping and serving the community and the children of the world.  Our club is a great 
club and a fun club. We enjoy all the work that we do. All of our members in some 
way work very hard to put these events together. Kiwanis is a global organization of 
volunteers dedicated to improving the world, one child and one community at a time 
that we are all proud to be part of. 
 
EAST MEADOW KIWANIS SPREADS THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT HELPING 

OTHERS 
By Kevin Kamper and Gary Fromowitz 

 
East Meadow Kiwanis and the East Meadow Key Club served over 275 senior citizens, military members 
and their families at East Meadow High School on Sunday, November 19th as part of their 37th annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner. This annual event has been a long-lasting tradition. With community members 
cooking sixty-five turkeys and all the food donated by residents, businesses and students, the golden aged. 
Students throughout the East Meadow School District representing Key Club, Builders Club and the K-
Kids transformed the gymnasium with decorations. They also greeted the guests, escorted them to their 
tables and helped serve the magnificent dinner. It was a great day for all. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Also as part of the holiday season, the club with the help of our Service and Leadership program held food 
drives, packed and delivered food baskets to over 130 local families for both Thanksgiving and Christmas 
which included canned goods, stuffing, pasta and a Turkey or ham.   

 
Among the many fundraisers we run during the year, including our golf outing, Name That Tune evening, 
200 Club and various pools, our annual Pancake Breakfast has emerged as a significant event for our club. 
 
What was once a sleepy event, marginally attended and lightly supported, has now grown into a happening. 
Dozens of club members get involved with every aspect of this fundraiser, from selling raffle tickets to 
sponsoring the event to cooking the food in the kitchen of the cafeteria.  And a better deal you won’t get 
anywhere. Juice, pancakes, eggs, sausage and coffee for the ridiculous price of $5/person, $3/person for 
seniors and students. If you want seconds, we mark that down to zero – they’re free. 
 
Couple that with endless door prizes, 50/50 chances, free blood pressure screening ( before you eat the 
sausages, please..) and the chance to win a flat screen HD TV and you have a can’t-miss morning at East 



 

 

Meadow High School.  I urge everyone that hasn’t attended to come down and have a good time while 
helping those less fortunate than ourselves . Also proceeds from this event are used for Scholarships for our 
High School Seniors and to send children to Kamp Kiwanis.  One note of caution… The event runs from 
8:30 to 11:30 on Sunday morning, March 11th ( set your clocks forward the night before ). The earlier you 
come, the better. We had approximately 500 attendees last year so you don’t want to miss the food, the fun, 
and all of those prizes. We look forward to seeing you. 
 
East Meadow Kiwanis welcomes you to come on down on Friday February 23rd for a great time, 
good food and a great fundraiser at our ninth annual Name that Tune Fundraiser.  Please join us 
for a night of fun, laughs, food and drink.  It was a GREAT time last year and will even be better 
this year!!   
 
The event will be held on Friday February 23, 2018 at 7:00 pm until 11:00 pm  Game begins at 
8:00 pm.  Just come to the East Meadow Firefighters’ Benevolent Hall at 170 Maple Avenue East 
Meadow, New York 11554.  The cost is only $40.00 per person.  It Includes: Food, beer, soda, 
coffee and dessert.  There will be prizes for the winning team!  Along with our action-packed, fun-
filled main event, we will have raffle prizes, a 50-50 raffle, and way more fun than adults should 
be allowed to have!! 
Please RSVP no later than February 16,2018  to Harry C. Demiris, Jr. at 
hdemiris@demirislaw.com or by calling Harry on his cell phone at 516-317-4726 

 
HELPING HANDS. . .HELPING OTHER HELPING HANDS. . .ISN’T THAT 

WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT? 
By Linda Susman 

 
If you’ve ever been to Roosevelt Field mall in the weeks leading up to the December 
holidays, you might have seen a gift-wrapping kiosk just outside Macy’s, in the Nordstrom 
corridor. That booth has been a Merrick Kiwanis project for close to 20 years. It’s our 
biggest fund-raiser. . .and it’s lots of fun: There’s a steady stream of shoppers and repeat 
customers who bring us their packages every year – and then breathe a sigh of relief 
when they walk away a few minutes later with a bunch of boxes wrapped in pretty paper 
and topped with colorful bows. And the club makes enough money to fund numerous 
charitable causes and community projects throughout the year. . .which is what Kiwanis 
is all about. However, keeping the booth stocked with supplies and wrappers for 8-12 
hours a day requires a huge amount of planning, work and manpower. Easier said than 
done.  
 
And then along came Meadowbrook Women’s Initiative, an organization of retired women 
who live in Nassau, Suffolk and Queens that is dedicated to promoting life-long learning, 
serving the community, and raising funds for worthwhile local causes (among other LI 
based-organizations, students at the Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell are 
recipients of an annual grant from MWI). It was already mid-December several years ago 
when MWI’s Community Service VP, Gloria Cohen, happened to overhear a conversation 
about gift wrapping between two MWI members – one a Merrick Kiwanian, one a friend 
of a former Kiwanis president. Gloria asked, “You need gift wrappers? I’ll get you some 
gift wrappers.” By the next day, and with only a short time left that year, six women 



 

 

volunteered. Every year since then, the number of MWI gift wrappers – and the amount 
of shifts they take – has grown. In 2017, 46 MWI women worked the booth, 16 of them 
taking additional shifts – mostly weekdays when many Kiwanis members are unavailable, 
but also on weekends. LISC DPLtG and Merrick Kiwanis Secretary Kim Scharoff, who co-
chairs the project, has said, “We couldn’t do this project without MWI.” 
 
And, in turn, MWI couldn’t do its School Supply project as well as it does without the help 
of Merrick Kiwanis. MWI depends on donations from members to purchase supplies, 
which are then donated to various locations around LI where children in need come to get 
what they need. Merrick Kiwanis’s School Supply project works differently: The schools 
give us the names of students who need our help and a complete list of what each of their 
teachers requires. We set up carts outside four local stores on two weekends in August 
to collect supplies and cash donations, then purchase a new backpack for every child on 
our list, fill it with every item that is required (we buy all items that haven’t been collected), 
add a gift card for some new clothes and deliver the backpacks before school begins. We 
always wind up with more notebooks, folders, gluesticks, crayons, etc., than we need. . 
.and so we give them to MWI, which adds them to the supplies they purchase and deliver. 
And, keeping the helping hands theme going, MWI contributes to Kiwanis’s ongoing 
toiletries project, which delivers sample-size toiletries, makeup and similar items to 
various facilities on LI. 
 

BETHPAGE KIWANIS PRESENTS  EVERYDAY HERO AWARDS 
By Joanne Foley 

 
On Monday, December 11th, 2017 Members of  the Kiwanis Club of Bethpage Central Park 
were proud to recognize the following members of the Bethpage Community who are Truly 
Everyday Heroes. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 
Mr. James Benjamin - Bethpage HS Guidance Counselor 
Frank Ceglio and the Bethpage Junior Firefighters 
John Coumatos, Owner - BK Sweeney's Parkside Tavern 
George Hudak, Commander  - Archie McCord VFW Post 4987 
Francis Meehan, Quartermaster - Archie McCord VFW Post 4987 
Laura Smith - Bethpage Resident and 911 Operator 



 

 

 
(Pictured: Members of Bethpage Kiwanis and 2017 Everyday Hero Award Recipients) 

 
Each of the honorees were selected by our members for their selfless dedication to our 
community. 
 
The event took place in the auditorium at the Bethpage Library.  Kiwanian First Legislators Rose 
Marie Walker and Laura Schaefer presented the honorees with Legislative Citations to go along 
with the certificates and pins presented buy DPG Joe Corace,  who created the award to 
recognize ndividuals who go above and beyond as part of their everyday lives.  
 

BOWLING GREEN K-KIDS CHRISTMAS CAROLING 2017 
By Kevin Kamper 

 
The Bowling Green K Kids with the help of the Meadowbrook K Kids, several Key Clubbers and 
Kiwanians went caroling in the Salisbury area to raise money for the Kiwanis Pediatric Trama 
Center.  Thanks to the genorosity of residents and parents, the kids raised 875 for the center.  The 
K Kids spent time Caroling in the neighborhood and came back to celebrate with hot chocolate  
and cookies.  Thanks to Kiwanis adviser Lisa Santer and Faculty adviser Frances Bilianis  for 
organizing.  It was a fun night for all. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Calendar 
 
Sat Jan 27th 6:00 – 9:00 PM Join the Kiwanis Club of Levittown and bowl a strike for 
children at their Bowl-A-Thon, which will take place at Levittown Lanes 56 Tanners Lane 
Levittown, NY.  The donation is $30.00 per person and $22.00 if you will not be bowling. 
 
Mon Jan 29th 6:00 PM Bethpage- Central Park  Kiwanis hosts Psychic Medium 
Christopher Allan.  The event will take place at Campaign House, which is located at 339 
Broadway in Bethpage, NY.  
 
Mon Feb 12th 6:45 PM LISC Divisional Council will be held.  The event will be hosted by 
The Bellmores and Elmont Clubs. 
 
Fri Feb 16th – Sun Feb 18th Join the New York District for the Mid-Winter Conference, 
which will be held at the Desmond Hotel 660 Albany Shaker Road Albany, NY. 
 
Thu Feb 22nd, 2018 Join Bethpage Central Park and make Scrubz 
 



 

 

Fri Feb 23rd, 2018 7:00 – 11:00 PM Join East Meadow Kiwanis for Name that Tune.  The 
finest Music Trivia will be held at the East Meadow Firefighters’ Benevolent Hall, which is 
locate at 170 Maple Avenue East Meadow, New York.  The donation is $40.00 per person 
and it includes food, beer, coffee, desert, and your chance to show off your musical 
knowledge.  Please respond no later than Feb. 16th  to… Harry Demiris, Jr, at 
hdemiris@demirislaw.com or via cell at (516) 317-4726.  
 
Wed Feb 28th 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM Join the Kiwanis Club of Hempstead for a  Give 
Back Fundraiser at Chili’s Restaurant, which is located at 1205 Corporate Drive in 
Westbury.  Don’t miss a great opportunity for a good meal.  The restaurant will be donating 
15% of your bill to the Kiwanis Club of Hempstead. 
 
Sun Mar 4th, 2018 Kamp Kiwanis will be celebrating 50 years of service.  The event will 
be held at the Crest Hollow Country Club, which is located at 8325 Jericho Turnpike in 
Woodbury, NY.  The donation is $75.00 per person. 
 
Sun Mar 11th 8:30 – 11:30 AM Join East Meadow for their Annual Pancake Breakfast.  
The event will be held at East Meadow High School, which is located at 101 Carmen 
Avenue in East Meadow, NY. 
 
Wed Mar 14th, 2018 12:00 – 2:00 PM The Kiwanis Club of Garden City will be holding 
their annual St. Patrick’s Day luncheon. 
 
Fri Apr 13th 6:00 PM Join the Kiwanis Club of Seaford for Chocolate and Bingo for a 
Cause.  The event will take place at One Eyed Jacks Bar, which is located at 380 North 
Wantagh Avenue in Bethpage, NY.  The cost is $20.00.  Please RSVP to PLG Ann 
Torcivia at 516-822-5966.  It will be a really sweet evening. 
 
Sun Apr 15th 8 – 10 AM The Kiwanis Club of Merrick will hold a pancake breakfast.  The 
event will be held at Applebee’s Restaurant, which is located at 2660 Sunrise Highway in 
Bellmore, NY.  
 
Sun Apr 22nd 8 – 10 AM The Kiwanis Club of The Bellmores will hold a pancake 
breakfast.  The event will be held at Applebee’s Restaurant, which is located at 2660 
Sunrise Highway in Bellmore, NY.  
 
Sun Apr 29th 8 – 10 AM The Kiwanis Club of Hempstead will hold a pancake 
breakfast.  The event will be held at Applebee’s Restaurant, which is located at 1300 
Corporate Drive in Westbury, NY. 
 
Sat May 5th Levittown will hold their Road Rally. 
 
Sun May 6th The Memorial Breakfast will be hosted by the Kiwanis Club of the Bellmores. 
 


